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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The application having Application No. 10,023,735 has a total of 37 
claims pending in the application; there are 7 independent claims and 30 
dependent claims, all of which are ready for examination by the examiner. 
Claims 1-37 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made 
in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Ito et al. (herein referred to as Ito), U.S. Patent No. 6,912,652; filed 
May 4, 1999. 

As per claim 1 , Ito depict a content distribution control system, 
comprising: 

a network having at least one terminal connected thereto (col. 3, lines 
1-3; Fig. 1), a content creation tool operable to assign indicia 
representative of a pre-determined level of control of said content (col. 3, 
lines 16-20; Fig. 2), said content being subsequently made available to 



3. 



4. 
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said network and said at least one terminal being responsive to said 
indicia to permit operations in relation to said content received from said 
network (col. 3, lines 21-22; also see coL 8, lines 12-18 as the 
embodiment described therein applies to the claim limitations of this 
application wherein the ID is imprinted on the content provider end). 

5. As per claim 2, including a communications link providing said tool with 
access to said network (col. 3, lines 14-20; Fig. 2). 

6. As per claim 3, wherein content including said indicia is placed in a 
payload portion of a datagram (col. 4, lines 6-9). 

7. As per claim 4, wherein said indicia is encrypted (col. 4 lines 6-9; Fig. 
2). 

8. As per claim 5, wherein said terminal includes a user interface 
operable in accordance with said indicia to permit operations available to a 
user of said terminal in relation to said content (col. 3, lines 16-22), said 
operations including the transfer of said content from volatile storage, into 
which content is received from said network, to user accessible storage 
(col. 3, lines 49-59). 

9. As per claim 6, a terminal having a first memory into which content is 
receivable (col. 3, 54-56), a second memory and a user interface 
operatively associated with said memories (col. 3, 56-59), such that a set 
of operations of said user interface in relation to said content received into 
said first memory is permitted by reference to said content (col. 3, lines 
16-22), at least one of said operations permitted by said content being a 
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transfer of said content to said second memory (col. 3, 54-59), wherein a 
set of operations of said user interface in relation to said same content 
when received into said second memory is similarly permitted by 
reference to said content (col. 3, lines 16-22; also see col. 8, lines 12-18 
as the embodiment described therein applies to the claim limitations of this 
application wherein the ID is imprinted on the content provider end). 

10. As per claim 7, wherein said user interface is further operable to 
identify indicia associated with said content said permitted set of 
operations being determined therefrom (col. 3, lines 18-22). 

11. As per claim 8, wherein said first memory provides temporary storage 
of said content (col. 3, lines 49-53). 

12. As per claim 9, a method of creating content for controlled distribution 
comprises defining indicia representative of respective levels of control of 
content (col. 3, lines 18-20), determining a level of control appropriate to 
said content and assigning indicia to said content in accordance with said 
determination (col. 3, lines 21-22; also see col. 8, lines 12-18 as the 
embodiment described therein applies to the claim limitations of this 
application wherein the ID is imprinted on the content provider end). 

13. As per claim 10, wherein said control permits at least one of the 
following operations, namely viewing, storing, deleting and forwarding of 
said content (col. 3, lines 21-22). 

14. As per claim 1 1 , wherein content including said indicia is placed in a 
payload portion of a datagram (col. 4, lines 6-9). 
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15. As per claim 12, a method of receiving content including indicia 
representative of allowable operations in respect of said content (col. 3, 
lines 14-20), comprises receiving said content into a first memory (col. 3, 
lines 49-59), generating a list of allowable operations in relation to said 
content from said indicia and displaying said list to a user (col. 3, lines 21- 
22; also see col. 8, lines 12-18 as the embodiment described therein 
applies to the claim limitations of this application wherein the ID is 
imprinted on the content provider end). 

16. As per claim 13, wherein transfer of said content to a second memory 
is included in said list of allowable operations (col. 3, lines 21-22). 

17. As per claim 14, wherein said first and second memories are 
respectively volatile and non-volatile (col. 3, lines 49-59). 

18. As per claim 1 5, wherein the computer is operable in accordance with 
said code to carry out the method according to claim 9 (col. 3, lines 18- 
22). 

19. As per claim 16, wherein the computer is operable in accordance with 
said code to carry out the method according to claim 12 (col. 3, lines 14- 
22; col. 3, lines 49-59). 

20. As per claim 17, stored in a computer readable medium (col. 3, lines 
18-22). 

21. As per claim 18, a user interface accordance with for a terminal (col. 3, 
lines 14-16), wherein the interface is operable in an indicia associated with 
content received by the terminal (col. 3, lines 18-19), said indicia being 
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representative of a pre-determined level of control of content (col. 3, lines 
21-22), to permit operations available to a user of said terminal in relation 
to said content (col. 3, lines 21-22), said operations including the transfer 
of said content from volatile storage, into which content is received from 
said network, to user accessible storage (col. 3, lines 49-59; also see col. 
8, lines 12-18 as the embodiment described therein applies to the claim 
limitations of this application wherein the ID is imprinted on the content 
provider end). 

22. As per claim 19, wherein content including said indicia is placed in a 
payload portion of a datagram (col. 4, lines 6-9). 

23. As per claim 20, wherein said indicia is encrypted (col. 4 lines 6-9; Fig. 
2). 

24. As per claim 21 , wherein said indicia is encrypted (col. 4 lines 6-9; Fig. 
2). 

25. As per claim 22, wherein said terminal includes a user interface 
operable in accordance with said indicia to permit operations available to a 
user of said terminal in relation to said content (col. 3, lines 14-16), said 
operations including the transfer of said content from volatile storage, into 
which content is received from said network, to user accessible storage 
(col. 3, lines 49-59). 

26. As per claim 23, wherein said terminal includes a user interface 
operable in according with said indicia to permit operations available to a 
user of said terminal in relation to said content (col. 3, lines 14-16), said 
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operations including the transfer of said content from volatile storage, into 
which content is received from said network, to user accessible storage 
(col. 3, lines 49-59). 

27. As per claim 24, wherein said terminal includes a user interface 
operable in accordance with said indicia to permit operations available to a 
user of said terminal in relation to said content (col. 3, lines 14-16), said 
operations including the transfer of said content from volatile storage, into 
which content is received from said network, to user accessible storage 
(col. 3, lines 49-59). 

28. As per claim 25, wherein said first memory provides temporary storage 
of said content (col. 3, lines 54-56). 

29. As per claim 26, wherein content including said indicia is placed in a 
payload portion of a datagram (col. 4, lines 6-9). 

30. As per claim 27, a computer program comprising executable code for 
execution when loaded on a computer, wherein the computer is operable 
in accordance with said code to carry out the method according to claim 

10 (col. 3, lines 21-22). 

31 . As per claim 28, a computer program comprising executable code for 
execution when loaded on a computer, wherein the computer is operable 
in accordance with said code to carry out the method according to claim 

11 (col. 4, lines 6-9). 

32. As per claim 29, a computer program comprising executable code for 
execution when loaded on a computer, wherein the computer is operable 
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in accordance with said code to carry out the method according to claim 

13 (col. 3, lines 21-22). 

33. As per claim 30, a computer program comprising executable code for 
execution when loaded on a computer, wherein the computer is operable 
in accordance with said code to carry out the method according to claim 

14 (col. 3, lines 49-59). 

34. As per claim 31 , stored in a computer readable medium (col. 3, lines 
14-22; col. 3, lines 49-59). 

35. As per claim 32, a method of controlling distribution of content (col. 1 , 
lines 31-32), comprising the steps of determining a level of distribution of 
content to be distributed (col. 3, lines 21-22), said level representing 
permitted uses of said content (col. 3, lines 21-22); and controlling 
distribution of said content by setting an indicia (col. 3, lines 21-22), 
corresponding to said content, to a state indicative of said level 
determined by said determining step (col. 3, lines 21-22; also see col. 8, 
lines 12-18 as the embodiment described therein applies to the claim 
limitations of this application wherein the ID is imprinted on the content 
provider end). 

36. As per claim 33, wherein said content to be distributed and said indicia 
are included in a datagram (col. 4, lines 6-9). 

37. As per claim 34, wherein said indicia is a bit included in said datagram 
that has been set to a predetermined state corresponding to said level 
(col. 2, lines 3-5). 
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38. As per claim 35, comprising the steps of: receiving content and indicia 
corresponding to said content (col. 2, lines 3-5), said indicia being 
indicative of a level of distribution of said content (col. 3, lines 19-22), 
wherein said level represents permitted uses of said content (col. 3, lines 
21-22); and in response to said indicia corresponding to said content, 
controlling use of said content such that said use is one of said permitted 
uses (col. 3, lines 21-22; also see col. 8, lines 12-18 as the embodiment 
described therein applies to the claim limitations of this application 
wherein the ID is imprinted on the content provider end). 

39. As per claim 35, wherein said content and said indicia corresponding to 
said content are included in a datagram (col. 4, lines 6-9). 

40. As per claim 37, A method as claimed in claim 36, wherein said indicia 
corresponding to content is a bit included in said datagram that has been 
set to a predetermined state (col. 2, lines 3-5). 

Conclusion 

41 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
should be directed to Nima Khomassi whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3775. The examiner can normally be reached Monday-Friday from 
8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

42. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Gilberto Barron Jr., can be reached at (571) 272- 
3799. 
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43. The fax number for Formal or Official faxes to Technology Center 21 00 
is 571-273-8300. On July 15, 2005, the Central Facsimile (FAX) Number 
changed from 703-872-9306 to 571-273-8300. Faxes sent to the old 
number will be routed to the new number until September 15, 2005. After 
September 15, 2005, the old number will no longer be in service and 571- 
273-8300 will be the only facsimile number recognized for centralized 
delivery. 

44. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have any questions 
on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Nima Khomassi 
August 30, 2005 
Art Unit #2132 





GILBERT0 BARRON J'V 
SUPERVIS0RY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 



